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Feline General Health and Disease Information




Physical Examination

A comprehensive physical examination is suggested on an annual basis or more frequently if ill or geriatric. All pets receiving a vaccination will have a comprehensive physical examination prior to vaccination. Just as with people, a physical examination may be the most important component of an office visit, allowing the veterinarian the opportunity to completely examine your pet and discuss any medical problems noted.


Feline “Distemper”


An annual vaccination for cats that helps protect them from three diseases: Feline respiratory diseases (Rhinotracheitis and Calici virus) and Panleukopenia which is known as distemper. All are highly contagious viruses which are easily transmitted between cats. Vaccination provides excellent protection.



Feline Leukemia (FeLV)


A vaccination for cats to aid in prevention of feline leukemia. Similar to AIDS virus, the FeLV virus severely depresses the immune system so the cat’s body can’t fight off diseases. The feline leukemia virus is a major cause of death in cats. There is no successful treatment, but there is a vaccine! Testing for feline leukemia should be done prior to vaccination as this disease can be transmitted from mother to newborn or can lay dormant in the cat for years before symptoms are present. The best course of action is to keep your cats indoors.


Feline Immunodeficiency Virus  (FIV) (Feline AIDS)
Similar to the human AIDS virus, FIV severely depresses the immune system so the cat’s body can’t fight off diseases. FIV is also a major cause of death in cats. There is no successful treatment, and the new vaccine has a number of serious drawbacks. Testing for FIV should be done prior to vaccination as this disease can be transmitted from mother to newborn or can lay dormant in the cat for years before symptoms are present. The best course of action is to keep your cats indoors.

Rabies


A vaccination that is required by the state and local government for both dogs and cats. Vaccinations help prevent this deadly disease from being transmitted to humans.

Fecal/Stool Test


An annual stool test to detect intestinal parasites that threaten your pet’s health. Regular microscopic examination of your pet’s stool should be done for early detection and treatment.

Blood Profile


Blood workup on pets is recommended  to help detect many of the problems caused by aging (kidney, liver, heart, arthritis, dental, etc.). Early detection can lengthen your pet’s life. Proper treatment and diet will improve your pet’s quality of life. A blood sample can be drawn during an office call.

Urinalysis


A urine sample should be analyzed if the pet is ill and should be included in a geriatric screening.  Information can be attained as to infection, diabetes mellitus,  kidney and liver dysfunction  as well as other endocrine disorders.


Dental Health Care


Tartar accumulation and pyorrhea affect most pets. Periodontal disease can lead to infection in the liver, kidneys and heart. This can best be prevented with regular dental care. Dental care starts at home by brushing or cleansing your pet’s teeth with animal toothpaste or cleansing products. Ultrasonic cleaning and polishing under anesthesia is recommended as needed.


