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Canine General Health and Disease Information



Physical Examination


A comprehensive physical examination is suggested once or twice yearly depending on the animal’s age and health status. All pets receiving a vaccination will have a comprehensive physical examination prior to vaccination. Just as with people, a physical examination may be the most important component of an office visit, allowing the veterinarian the opportunity to completely examine your pet and discuss any medical problems noted.


Canine “Distemper”


An annual vaccination that helps protect your dog from four diseases: distemper, hepatitis, leptospirosis, parainfluenza and parvo. These four diseases are debilitating and can cause death. Most dogs will be exposed during their lifetime, making vaccination a must.
Coronavirus


A disease similar to parvovirus, but much less life threatening. This vaccination is sometimes required by boarding facilities. This is not a core vaccination.


Bordetella

An annual vaccination given to dogs to prevent tracheobronchitis (kennel cough) which is a highly contagious virus and bacterium causing a dry hacking cough that can persist for six or more weeks. This vaccination lasts the full year. We recommend this vaccine if significant dog exposure (boarding, dog shows, parks, etc.)


Lyme Disease


A bacterial disease transmitted by the deer tick which affects both humans and animals. It is a very debilitating disease to dogs. If your dog is exposed to fields of tall grass or wooded areas, you should highly consider vaccination for your dog.
Leptospirosis
A bacterial disease transmitted through drinking questionable water sources outdoors. This disease is also transmissible to humans.


Rabies

A vaccination that is required by the state and city government for both dogs and cats. Vaccinations help prevent this deadly disease from being transmitted to humans.
Influenza
An annual vaccination given to dogs to prevent canine influenza which is a highly contagious virus causing a dry hacking cough. In some cases it has caused death. This disease tends to occur in endemics so it is often too late to vaccinate when the endemic has hit. We recommend this vaccine if significant dog exposure (boarding, dog shows, parks, etc.) 


Fecal/Stool Test


An annual stool test to detect intestinal parasites that threaten your pet’s health. Regular microscopic examination of your pet’s stool should be done for early detection and treatment.

Heartworm Check


A simple blood test done within our hospital to detect worms in your dog’s heart. Heartworms are transmitted through mosquitoes and are fatal if untreated. 

Blood Profile


Blood screening on pets is recommended to help detect many of the problems caused by aging (kidney, liver, heart, arthritis, dental, etc.). Early detection can lengthen your pet’s life. Proper treatment and diet will improve your pet’s quality of life. A blood sample can be drawn during an office call.

Urinalysis


A urine sample should be analyzed if the pet is ill and should be included in a geriatric screening.  Information can be attained as to infection, diabetes mellitus,  kidney and liver dysfunction  as well as other endocrine disorders.


Dental Health Care


Tartar accumulation and pyorrhea affect most pets. Periodontal disease can lead to infection in the liver, kidneys and heart. This can best be prevented with regular dental care. Dental care starts at home by brushing or cleansing your pet’s teeth with animal toothpaste or cleansing products. Ultrasonic cleaning and polishing under anesthesia is recommended as needed.


