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Elective Surgery Information 

Elective surgeries, such as spay, neuter,and declaws are commonly recommended for the general health of the pet. These procedures require general anesthesia and a good general health. The pet will be evaluated with a physical examination as well as laboratory testing of blood to assess his/her state of health. You may request an estimate of the prices which will entail all of the routine charges involved. This price includes all that your pet needs to have a safe healthy prophylactic procedure. It includes the standard preanesthesia lab work, hospitalization, premeditations to decrease anxiety and discomfort, IV catheter, anesthesia induction with intravenous sedation with pain medication, tracheal intubation, maintenance with the safest gas anesthesia available, intravenous fluids, state of the art monitoring of your pet while under anesthesia and after-both human and mechanical (EKG, pulse oximetry, CO2, SpO2, blood pressure, heart and respiratory rate, etc), safe and effective temperature maintenance and monitoring, the surgical procedure and a closely monitored recovery.

Your pet’s health is largely dependent on you. Let us help you keep your pet as healthy as possible. 

What we will do:

We will perform a preanesthesia cardiovascular screening.
We will listen for heart murmurs or arrhythmias. We will listen to the lungs of your pet and monitor for pulse quality. We will alert you if any significant irregularities exist. We will not proceed if we feel your pet is not in appropriate health for anesthesia. 

A preanesthesia blood screen will be completed.
Like you, our greatest concern while your pet is here is his/her well being. Before putting your pet under anesthesia, we will perform a preanesthesia lab analysis. Not all conditions are readily detected by a general physical examination. This includes some congenital (present at birth) problems. Additionally we keep teeth clean to help keep the pet as healthy as possible. Since dental disease can lead to kidney, liver, lung and/or heart disease, it is important to objectively evaluate your pets internal organ systems. By completing a preanesthesia lab panel, we will find out enough about your pets kidney and liver function, as well as the percentage of red cells and levels of electrolytes to insure your pet's ability to safely undergo anesthesia. Preanesthesia lab work help insure your pet is in a low risk category for anesthesia. This information will help us help your pet through and after today's procedures. This also allows us a baseline of what is normal in your pet. If your pet is ever sick, we can compare it to your pet's actual normal values.  Note: if you bring your pet in 2-7 days prior to the scheduled dentistry date, we will collect the sample and send it to the lab for evaluation. When sent to the lab, additional information will be attained at no extra charge to you. If possible, please arrange for this service in advance. If any significant abnormalities are detected the veterinarian will contact you. 

A preanesthetic injection will be given.
This injection helps sedate your pet, reduces stress, and offers pain control. 

An intravenous catheter will be placed and IV fluids started.
Just as your doctor would place an IV catheter before anesthesia, so will we. IV catheters allow further IV injections to be given without stress to your pet. Additionally, it is a further security while your pet is under anesthesia. IV fluids are administered to help maintain blood pressure to support organ health and function as well as prevent dehydration.






General anesthesia will be induced.
A second injection will be given and a tube placed in the trachea and your pet will be maintained on the gas anesthesia for the entire period. The heart, respiration, body temperature and anesthetic depth will be monitored. We use anesthetic protocols that are individualized and designed to be as safe as possible for your pet. Our anesthetic protocol provides for pain control. Most pets wake up minutes after procedures are completed. We provide warmth during and after anesthesia, to prevent the body from cooling and keep your pet as comfortable as possible. With our protocol, our pets remain sedate and relaxed until later, by design. Most pets are relatively 'bouncy' by the time they go home. Since sensitivities vary to anesthesia and sedation, some pets may continue to be more sedate than normal for 24 hours.

An antibiotic injection will be given.
An antibiotic injection provides a line of defense against bacteria. This will be given in addition to any required oral antibiotics.

Anesthetic monitoring will continue until the pet is sitting up and all vital signs are normal.
State of the art anesthetic monitoring will be done with mechanical means (EKG, oxygen saturation, blood pressure, carbon dioxide exhaled) as well as physical monitoring of anesthetic depth, heart and respiratory rate, temperature and pulse quality on regular intervals.

Additional pain medication(s) will be administered or prescribed if deemed appropriate.*
Most of these procedures cause discomfort.  This discomfort is experienced by the pet just as we would and pain medications or anti-inflammatory medications should be prescribed for most of these procedures.

An antibiotic may be prescribed.*
Many factors will be considered as to whether your pet should be on oral antibiotics. Most routine surgeries do not need antibiotics to go home.
some pets reduce weight.

As you can see, we take great care to see that your pet has the most comfortable and safe experience he/she can have while here. We take this responsibility very seriously.
*Additional charge for service/product 



